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charge, to gain first a knowledge of the psychopathology of
childhood and of the dangers of such pathological conditions
as I have mentioned. Unfortunately, there are books about
psycho-analysis that give the reader the impression that it
is all very simple, and that the best of results are to be
obtained by any tiro. No competent alienist can endorse
such superficial notions, and no warning can be too emphatic
against unskilled and frivolous attempts to analyse children.
It is beyond question, that it is of the greatest value to the
teacher to know what modern psychology has contributed
to the understanding of the child-mind. But anyone who
wishes to apply analytical methods to children should be
thoroughly informed of the pathological conditions he may
have to deal with. I must confess that I do not see how any-
one, except a responsible physician, can dare to analyse
children without a specialist's assent and cooperation.
For, to analyse a child is a most difficult 'and delicate
task. The conditions under which we have to work are
altogether different from those that govern the analysis of
adults. As I pointed out in my lecture at the Territet
Congress, the child has a peculiar mentality. As its body
during the embryonic period is a part of the mother's body,
so its mind is for many years a part of the parents' mental
atmosphere. This explains why so many neuroses of children
are rather symptoms of the parents* mental condition than
a genuine disease of the child. Only a very little of the
child's psychic life is independent: most of it is drawn directly
from the parents. Such dependence is natural, and the
natural growth of the child's mind is injured by any dis-
turbance of it. You can imagine that a premature and
indelicate illumination of sexual facts, coming from a stranger,
can have a disastrous effect upon a child's relations with his
parents. And such an effect is almost inevitable when you
apply a strictly Freudian analysis, which—let it be said most
emphatically—is exclusively a sex-analysis, based upon the
dogma that the relation of mother and child is necessarily
sexuaJL

